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Remarks by Herman Van Rompuy,  

President of the European Council,  

following the 14th EU-China Summit 

I am very happy to be here today for the 14th Summit between the EU and China. My 

second Summit with Premier Wen and my second visit to China since I took office, after 

my trip last May.  

Today, we had a rich and constructive discussion with Premier Wen. We share a common 

determination to move the EU-China relationship forward. Our strategic partnership is a 

key element for the global architecture.  

The EU and China have entered definitely into the age of inter-dependence. What happens 

in Europe’s growth affects China and vice versa. Our objective is to continue to turn our 

growing inter-dependence into mutual opportunities.  

In this context we have explained the major reforms undertaken by the euro area to deal 

with the euro area sovereign debt crisis, to preserve the stability of the euro zone and to 

promote a jobs-friendly economic growth. I stressed how euro area Leaders are fully 

committed to solve the current situation.  

I pay tribute to the leadership of the Greek government and the political parties supporting 

it. Implementing will be key. The Ministers of Finance of the Eurogroup will take the 

necessary measures. 

We welcome the positive attitude and engagement. China, and Premier Wen himself, has 

taken publicly stance towards the stability of the euro and the eurozone. We also welcome 

China's readiness to enhance our consultation and cooperation on the stability of the 

eurozone. 
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With Premier Wen we reaffirmed that trade is a key component for our economic relations. 

The EU remains China’s biggest trading partner, and China is now close to becoming the 

EU’s largest trading partner as well. The value of our trade is more than 1 billion euro a 

day. We discussed how to promote and rebalance our trade relations further. I have 

repeatedly stressed the need for a level playing field for European businesses, including 

better market access for European companies, the protection of investments and 

intellectual property, and our concerns about protectionism. With Premier Wen we agreed 

on the need to promote more investment in both directions.  

But economic growth and jobs creation depend also on other key factors beyond trade. 

Both the EU and China have long term strategies focusing on Innovation, Research and 

Technology, Energy, the Internet. We agreed to work further on these areas. We have also 

launched a Partnership for Urbanisation to pool expertise now that China has reached the 

symbolic moment where Chinese urban population exceeds the rural population for the 

first time.  

We supported the results of our dialogue on Foreign and Security issues and encouraged to 

make further progress.  

With Premier Wen we decided that - the EU and China will have a new "People to People 

Dialogue", the third pillar of our partnership, in addition to economy and security 

dialogues. China lifted hundreds of million people from poverty in one generation. This is 

widely recognised and highly appreciated in Europe both by politicians and our public 

opinions. But as partner and a friend of China I have also expressed to him the serious 

concerns Europeans have for these achievements to be accompanied by similar progress in 

respecting universal human rights and the rule of Law. Our bilateral Human Rights 

Dialogue – which I asked to be held soon- provides an appropriate channel for discussions 

on these issues.  

The co-operation between the EU and China expands beyond the bilateral sphere. Against 

this background, we addressed some of the regional ahead of us as well.  

In particular, I shared with Premier Wen our deep concern on the Iranian nuclear 

programme, and I explained him that our actions and sanctions are aimed to bring Tehran 

back to the negotiating table. I explained the restrictive measures - including the oil 

embargo - the EU adopted on January. Both the EU and China support the double-track 

approach aimed at finding a diplomatic solution.  

We have also discussed the situation Syria, which remains a matter of great concern for the 

EU. The EU welcomes the strong commitment and leadership that the Arab League is 

taking to resolve the crisis, including a stronger Arab presence on the ground, in 

cooperation with the UN, to achieve a ceasefire and the end of violence. The EU calls on 

all members of the UN Security Council to act responsibly in this crucial moment.  

During our working dinner - later this evening - we will keep discussing other areas of 

mutual concerns - such as the global cooperation in the G20 and on climate change - and 

the regional security stability picture in East Asia, and the recent positive developments in 

Myanmar. 
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Let me anticipate on these issues that: 

– I will reaffirm the EU commitment to ensure the G20's objective for strong, 

sustainable and balanced growth. In this context I will stress the need to 

implement the decisions taken last year in Cannes in particular on the contribution 

to the IMF. 

– On correcting imbalances and exchange rates, I take note that progress had been 

made. 

– I will present to Premier Wen the comprehensive EU strategy towards the historic 

evolutions in what we call our “Southern Neighbourhood” in the Mediterranean 

and the need for the whole international community to help better integrate this 

area into the world economy, and the need to make progress in the Middle East 

Peace Process.  

Finally, let me publicly express to Premier Wen my personal appreciation for its unfailing 

support to the European integration and it long standing contribution for a deeper EU 

China Partnership. 

 


