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COUNCIL OF
THE EUROPEAN UNION

Council conclusions on Burma/Myanmar

2938th GENERAL AFFAIRS Council meeting
Luxembourg, 27 April 2009

The Council adopted the following conclusions:

"l.  The Council reaffirms the European Union’s unwavering commitment to the people of
Burma/Myanmar in achieving a peaceful transition to a legitimate civilian system of
government, to fight poverty and to improve their social and economic conditions. The
Council recognises that the political and socio-economic challenges facing the country can
only be addressed through genuine dialogue with all stakeholders, including those from ethnic
groups. The Council notes, however, that the authorities of Burma/Myanmar have still to take
the steps necessary to make the planned 2010 elections a credible, transparent and inclusive
process, based on international standards. It calls for the release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
and all other political prisoners and detainees.

2. In these circumstances, the Council deems it necessary to extend the current EU Common
Position by another year, including the restrictive measures. The Council underlines its
readiness to revise, amend or reinforce the measures it has already adopted in light of
developments on the ground. The Council reiterates that the EU stands ready to respond
positively to genuine progress in Burma/Myanmar. The EU remains open to dialogue with the
authorities of Burma/Myanmar and is willing to meet them at ministerial level in the margins
of the ASEM Foreign Ministers Meeting in Hanoi in May 2009.
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The Council urges the government of Burma/Myanmar to engage more with the international
community, to work towards a peaceful transition to democracy. It reaffirms the EU’s support
for the Good Offices Mission of the UN Secretary General and his Special Advisor, Mr
Gambari, and welcomes their continued personal commitment to further the political process.
The EU will continue to promote the action of the Group of Friends of the SG and step up its
dialogue on this issue, and on its implications for regional stability, with key actors, including
ASEAN and its Member States, the United States, China, India and Japan. The EU
encourages the authorities of Burma/Myanmar to engage the UN in a meaningful manner. In
this context, the Council expresses its full support for the continued work of EU Special
Envoy Piero Fassino in support of UN efforts, as well as coordinating with Asian partners,
and in this context invites the Burma/Myanmar authorities to cooperate with him.

The Council welcomes the adoption of the Resolution 10/27 of the UN Human Rights
Council and urges the authorities of Burma/Myanmar to comply with it, in full cooperation
with the Special Rapporteur on the situation of Human Rights in Myanmar, Mr Quintana,
whose extended mandate the Council welcomes. The Council is concerned by the deprivation
of fundamental rights of ethnic minorities in Burma/Myanmar, in particular over the situation
of the Rohingya ethnic minority in Northern Rakhin State, and urges the authorities to
recognize their right to citizenship, and to protect all their human rights.

The Council welcomes the extension of the mandate of the Tripartite Core Group in
coordinating post-Cyclone Nargis rehabilitation efforts, and hopes that the TCG will be able
to continue its effective role in facilitating the flow of international assistance. In this context,
it is critical that unfettered access by humanitarian agencies continues to be ensured. The EU
recalls its large and growing role as a donor to the country and stands ready to increase its
assistance to the people of Burma/Myanmar further."
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