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COUNCIL OF
THE EUROPEAN UNION

Council conclusions on
Digital Agenda for Europe
3017th TRANSPORT, TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND ENERGY Council meeting
Brussels, 31 May 2010

The Council adopted the following conclusions:

"THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,
1.

TAKES NOTE OF
•

The adoption of the Commission Communication on 19 May 2010 proposing a "Digital
Agenda for Europe", the first of the seven flagships of the "Europe 2020 Strategy" which
contains the actions it proposes to take at EU and national level to tackle bottlenecks and
deliver on the Europe 2020 priorities, that is developing an economy based on knowledge
and innovation, promoting a more resource efficient, greener and more competitive
economy and fostering a high-employment economy delivering social and territorial
cohesion;

•

The European Parliament's resolution of 5 May 2010 on "a new Digital Agenda for
Europe: 2015.eu".
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2.

3.

RECALLS
•

The Commission Communication of 3 March 2010 on "Europe 2020 - A strategy for
smart, sustainable and inclusive growth";1

•

The European Council Conclusions of 25-26 March 2010;2

•

The Granada Ministerial Declaration of 19 April 2010 on the "European Digital Agenda";

•

The Council conclusions of 18 December 2009 on "Post-i2010 Strategy - towards an
open, green and competitive knowledge society".3

ACKNOWLEDGES
•

The importance of the Digital Agenda for Europe:
− that wider deployment and more effective use of digital technologies can provide
Europeans with a better quality of life through, for example, better health care, safer
transport, new media opportunities and easier access to goods and services,
including public services, and cultural content, in particular across borders;
− that Europe should put the necessary resources in the development of a digital single
market based on fast and ultra fast internet and interoperable applications in order to
use its full potential to raise productivity and generate economic growth and attract
investments, create jobs and reinforce its influence at a global level;
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•

That this Agenda will require a sustained level of commitment at both EU and Member
State levels;

•

That Europe should encourage the digital economy in order to use its enabling and crosssectoral capability to increase productivity and competitiveness of other sectors and to
take advantage of ICT to better meet the global challenges, such as the transformation to a
low carbon and resource-efficient economy and the creation of more and better jobs;

•

That differences exist between Member States in the development of the information
society, in particular with regard to broadband networks, as indicated in "Europe's Digital
Competitiveness Report 2010";4
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4.

•

That efficient and competitive investment in next generation broadband networks will be
important for innovation, consumer choice and for the competitiveness of the European
Union;

•

That the Digital Agenda for Europe plays a key role within the "Europe 2020 Strategy"
and should be consistent with the other components of this strategy and with the other
forthcoming flagship initiatives, inter alia 'Innovation Union' and 'An Industrial Policy for
the Globalisation Era';

•

That the Digital Agenda for Europe should boost the competitiveness of the European ICT
sector at the worldwide level, thereby creating growth and jobs in the EU.

ENDORSES
•

The establishment of an ambitious action agenda based upon concrete proposals notably
to:
− create a fully functioning digital Single Market to the benefit of European
businesses, in particular SMEs, and European consumers;
− strengthen Europe's competitive position in this important sector through
reinforcing efforts on ICT Research and Development and Innovation and
boosting the knowledge triangle;
− take coordinated measures on network and information security in order to
increase trust and confidence in cyberspace;
− deploy effective measures to promote pro-competitive investments in
broadband for all and the wide availability and take-up of faster internet;
− promote the take-up and use of the internet in order to ensure inclusion in the
digital society, namely through the extensive use of equipment and digital
content and tools in education and learning, by enhancing digital literacy and
skills and by improving accessibility for all, especially for persons with
disabilities;
− deploy ICT in order to address key societal challenges such as climate change,
ageing and health care and fully exploit the potential of eGovernment, with
due consideration to Member States' competences;
− enhance interoperability of IT solutions in Europe and promote a better use of
standards;
− strengthen the European technological capacity in ICT, expanding the
opportunities for SMEs to fully participate in the global market;
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− establish a strong external dimension to the European Digital Agenda;
− encourage legal access to on-line content and facilitate electronic commerce
for businesses and consumers;
− take measures to promote supply of quality on-line content to all consumers in
the European Union;
− evaluate the Digital Agenda for Europe by the European Commission on a
regular basis and to report to the Council and the European Parliament;

5.

•

The focusing of the Digital Agenda for Europe in its key actions in order to ensure that the
economic, social and cultural potential of ICT is exploited to the maximum;

•

The approach taken by the Commission to implement the "Digital Agenda for Europe" on
the basis of a wide stakeholder involvement.

DRAWS THE ATTENTION OF THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT
•

6.

To the significance of the Digital Agenda for Europe for the economic and social
development in the EU for their discussion at the European Council in June 2010, which
should finally launch the Europe 2020 Strategy, a strategy for smart, sustainable and
inclusive growth.

INVITES THE COMMISSION AND THE MEMBER STATES
•

To seek ways to enhance horizontal coordination between concerned institutions both at
the EU and national level in order to improve the implementation of the Digital Agenda
for Europe."

___________________
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