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Council conclusions on Gender in Development
1. 2015 is a pivotal year for gender equality, human rights and the empowerment of women and girls in the global context with

the inter-governmental negotiations on the post-2015 development agenda. In that context, particular focus must be put on
promoting and fulfilling the rights of women and girls, notably in light of the 15th anniversary of UN Security Council
Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security and the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action. The Council reaffirms its commitment to the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action, the Cairo
Programme of Action, and the outcomes of their review conferences, and the fulfilment of the obligations under the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. It further welcomes the Political Declaration
adopted at the 59th session of the Commission on the Status of Women, and the calls for the full realisation of women's and
girls' full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms and the achievement of  gender equality and
the empowerment of women and girls throughout their life cycle.

2. The High Level Event on 'Women's Empowerment and Sustainable Development', hosted by the Presidency of the Council
of the European Union in Riga on 2 March 2015 in the context of the European Year of Development, provided an
opportunity to renew political momentum and to reaffirm the strong EU commitment on gender equality, social justice, non-
discrimination and human rights.

3. The EU and its Member States remain committed to the promotion, protection and fulfilment of all human rights for all. The
Council welcomes the leading role that the EU and its Member States are playing in supporting international initiatives to
promote women's and girls' rights, gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls, and calls for continued
cooperation and coordination with UN bodies, notably UN Women, as well as with other relevant international fora and
actors. Women's organisations are crucial partners of the EU with respect to the full realisation of women's and girls' rights,
gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls.
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