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OFFI~E OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL 

SUMMARY OF THE CONCLUSIONS ON COMlli'VNITY Uc'l.TTERS ADOPTED 

BY TRE EUROPEAN COUNCIIJ HELD IN BRUSSELS ON 16 AND 

17 JULY 1975. 
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Election of the members of the Euronea;9:__Parliament by 

dire ct 1m i versal suffr age; Pass ports U:r:_i on ; s pecial rights 

for citizens of the Member States 

The European Coun cil requested the Council (Ministers 

for Foreign Affairs) t o examine the nroblem of elections to 

the European Parliament by direct vni versal suffrage, takir1g 

into acco1-mt the draft submitte d by the lat ter and any 

fac tors which may emerge during t he ex amination itself and 

tc report back to it on this matter by t h e end of the year~ 

The Ev.ropean Council invite s the Council (r!Iini sters 

for Foreign Affairs) to ensure that further progress is 

m~de on the setting up of a Passports Union and also to 

submit a report on this question, if possible by the end 

of the year., 

Finally , with reference to point 11 of the Paris Comr.:.n..mique 

of 9 2nd 10 December 1974, the Europr:;a.n Com1c i l invites the 

Cov.ncil ( I.1inisters for Foreign Affairs ) to exa.uine in grea ter 

detail the question of giving speciaJ_ r i ght s to the citi z ens 

of the n ine Member States as members of the Corrnnuni ty wi -~..h 

a view to submitting a report to a sl..:bsequ ent r;1ee ting of the 

European Council., 
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Economic and monetary situation 

The European Council confirmed the guidelines v.;hi ch emerged 

at the meeting of the Cow.1.cil (rhnisters for Finance and Economic 

Affairs) on 10 July and which are summarized in the Commission's 

synthesis and invited the Coilllcil (Ministers for Fina.nce and 

Economic Affairs) to g ive close attention to the development of the 

economic situation, and to strengthen the co-ordination of the 

l\'Iember States' economic a..nd financial policies. It took note of the 

i ntention of certain Member States to adopt harmonized measures to 

prevent a further deterioration of the economic situation in the 

autumn .. 

The European Coilllcil recognized that the current economic 

problems must be tackled in co-operation v1i th the other 

i ndustrialized coillltries ( in particular the Unit ed States and 

Japan ) _if there was to be any hope ?f an effective economic recovery 

and confirmed its readi ness to do all in its power to a chieve this 

object i ve. 

The European Council invited the Council ( r.'!inisters for FinaJ.1.ce 

and Economic Affairs) to continue to make ever--.-; effort to re-establis~ 

a more stable international mone t ary system;, V/i th this in viev; it 

reaffirmed t he i mportan ce of close co-operation within the Cowmunityf 

took note with satisfaction of the -French fran.c' s return to the 

Corrununi ty exchange system (the so-called 11 snake") and in vi ted the 

Council (T,·Iinisters for Fins..n.ce and Economic Affe::..irs) to lmdertake 

a detailed examination of the tech,':lica l problems of the floating of 

CoJnmillli ty currencies. 

l<'ina l l y, the European Council gave a fav·mLrable reception 

t o t he idea o f a tripartite conference, re quested by the 

European Trade Union Confederation, in 'Nhich the Tfinisters 

Economic Affairs and for Labour would take part, and invited the 

Commission t o prepare appropriate proposals. 
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!Re l at ion s wi~h Portugal 

The Eu ro})ean Coun cil reaff i rms that the European Community 

·i s wi lling t o d i scuss closer economic and f i nancia l co-operat i on 

wi th Portugal. It al s o point s ou t that the E·o.rope an Co:rnrnuni ty -

in a ccordance wi th t he European policy i t ha s followe d here tofore 

an d with i ts- h i storical tradit i ons - can only su~Jport a pl ural ist 

demo cr a cy . 

Rela tions wi th the Pe oul e ' s Re uubli c of China 

The European Council e x:9r e s s ed gr eat sati sfact i on a t the 

de cision of the Peopl e's Re public of China t o e stablish offic i a l 

r elation s wit h t he Comrm.m i ty., This decision opens the way for 

( the de velopmen t of closer relations between Chi na ruid Eu r ope , to 

which prospect the He ad s of Gove rmnent a t tach great i mpor t ance. 

( 

Ene r gv. raw 1pa te r i a l s and deve l o·oment a id .:£!:Obl ems i n ·ore pa.r at i on 

for t he . d i al ogt1e i n the a ·ouropriate i n te r nat i onal fo r a 

'l'he Europe an Council r eached broad agreement on calling a 

prepar ator y meeting for l a te Se ptember. 

Fendi ng t he mini s t erial conf e r ence sche duled fo r a l e_ter 

da te, the ba sic a spe cts of energy policy will be exa~ined 

t horou ghl y V\'i thi n t he Commuo.'lity , ancl e very possible effort vvill 

have t o be made to ensure s i ngle r epre senta t i on of the Commun i t y 
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at the conference itself. To thi s end, the suggest i on was 

a dvanced that the next European Council could be scheduled 

for a date which vvould enable the common position of the Nine 

to be finalized, ha d this not proved possi ble in the course 

of the norinal Commu.:r1 i ty meet ings. 

The European Council held an e xchange of views on the 

vari ous aspe cts of the raw mate r]_a l s problem, 2 .. n.d i nvi ted 

the Community Institut i ons to cont i nue working out a 

common posi ti.on. 




