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BACKGROUND1 
Brussels, 14 July 2020 

 

EU-India summit  
 15 July 2020 
 
The 15th summit between India and the EU will be held on 15 July via video conference. 
The EU will be represented by Charles Michel, President of the European Council, and 
Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission. India will be represented 
by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. The EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy, Josep Borrell, will also participate. 
 
As the world is fighting the COVID-19 pandemic, the leaders will discuss global 
cooperation and solidarity to protect lives, to mitigate the socio-economic consequences, 
and to strengthen preparedness and response capacities.  
 
The leaders are expected to reiterate their determination to promote effective 
multilateralism and the rules-based multilateral order, with the United Nations (UN) and the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO) at its core. They will also discuss global and regional 
issues.  
 
The summit will be an opportunity to strengthen the EU-India Strategic Partnership, 
stressing the shared principles and values of democracy, freedom, rule of law, and respect 
for human rights, aiming at delivering concrete benefits for people in the EU and India. The 
leaders will discuss cooperation in security, climate, environment, trade and investment, 
digital economy and connectivity.  
 
A joint summit statement and a new joint Agenda for Cooperation, the Roadmap 2025, are 
expected to be adopted by the leaders, alongside other deliverables. 
EU-India summit via conference, 15 July 2020 
 

Media programme 
13.00   Start of the videoconference  
Followed by:  press conference  
 
Press conferences and public events by video streaming: http://video.consilium.europa.eu 

Video coverage in broadcast quality (MPEG4) and photo gallery on: https://newsroom.consilium.europa.eu/  

                                                
1 This note has been drawn up under the responsibility of the press office. 
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COVID-19 pandemic and global response 
In the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, the EU and India will discuss global cooperation and 
solidarity to protect lives, to mitigate the socio-economic consequences and to strengthen 
preparedness and response capacities. The leaders are expected to highlight the importance of 
information sharing and of improving the international response through the relevant international 
organisations, in particular the World Health Organisation.  
The summit will be an opportunity to discuss and identify synergies in healthcare, the production of 
pharmaceuticals and vaccines, research and development, diagnostics and treatment. The leaders 
are expected to call for the future COVID-19 vaccine to become a global common good. They will 
also discuss the importance of the manufacturing of medical supplies and ensuring a continued 
flow of these, as well as of agricultural products, raw materials and other goods and services.  
Keeping the global trading system open, supporting the global economy, and assisting the most 
vulnerable countries will also be part of the discussions. The leaders will also exchange views on 
the geopolitical situation and global cyber resilience.  

 
EU-India bilateral relations 
The summit will be an opportunity to strengthen the EU-India Strategic Partnership. The leaders 
will discuss how to further develop their trade and investment relations and support sustainable 
growth and jobs on both sides.  
The summit will serve to enhance the EU-India partnership in support of sustainable modernisation 
and reaffirm the shared commitment to the implementation of the Paris Agreement.  
The leaders will also discuss ways to harness human-centric digitalisation to develop inclusive 
economies and societies, including as regards data protection, 5G and artificial intelligence.  
The leaders will discuss the promotion of transparent, viable, inclusive, sustainable, 
comprehensive and rules-based connectivity, and the importance of seeking synergies.  
The leaders are expected to reaffirm their determination to promote effective multilateralism and 
the rules-based multilateral order with the United Nations (UN) and the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) at its core. They will discuss the reform of the WTO and coordination on global economic 
governance in the framework of the G20. India will hold the G20 Presidency in 2022 and will be a 
non-permanent member of the UN Security Council for the period 2021-2022. 
The leaders are expected to discuss global and regional issues and to reaffirm their strong 
commitment to global peace and security as well as the importance of protecting and promoting 
human rights, gender equality and women's empowerment.  
The summit will be the opportunity to adopt the "EU-India Strategic Partnership: A Roadmap to 
2025", a document that will guide cooperation between the EU and India over the next five years. 
There will also be a joint summit statement summarising the results of the meeting. 
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